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BONJOUR!
 Bonjour! Welcome to the new year of The Legacy of Rodin Society Newsletter! We have a year 

filled with magnificent literature, documents, books, poetry, and details you have been waiting to see 

from the inner studio of Master Sculptress M.L. Snowden! What a gift it is that she has graced us with 

the opportunity to share with you, her valued collectors, the chance to experience pieces of her internal 

world, as well as those pieces that are part of our public history. As you may have already discovered, 

being a Snowden collector is far greater than owning a number of the most distinguished sculptures in 

the world; it is truly part of the making of history. 

This month we share with you the award given to 

Snowden in 1992. It was at the Rodin Sculpture 

Competition in Tokyo, Japan, that Snowden was 

awarded the Grand Prize for “Cataclasis Study”. 

You are the first collectors to view the actual 

award itself.

	 Twelve years later, in 2006, it was this 

masterpiece that was accepted into the 

Permanent Presidential Art Collection. And so 

with that we welcome you into this phenomenal 

time period of Art History, and thank you so 

much for walking with us. Cataclasis Study is sold out!

M.L.SNOWDEN

t h e  l e g a c y  o f  r o d i n  s o c i e t y
n e w s l e t t e r
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THE LEGACY OF RODIN

Write-up for Cataclasis Study

Cataclasis Study forms the central matrix of M.L. 

Snowden’s landmark conception for the monumental 

forces and energies choreographed in the 

GEOLOGICAL COREIUM. Within the ever 

expanding chapter of the TERRESTRIAL FORUM, 

Cataclasis Study is followed by the full scale Cataclasis 

Latent, Active and Emerging Energy Fragments which 

join the geological explorations of Verdura 

(Organogenesis); Genesis (Orogenesis); Tectonics; 

Tectonics Element: Europe; the five works of the Amethyst Geode Arcelleon; Rhexodus (Rhexistasy) as well as 

the studio and monumental civic plaza scales of  Igneous Shield Protectite. 

Cataclasis Study is an exploration of the monumental forces and energies that shape rock and mold the 

Earth’s surface. As a historic and seminal work, in 1992, Cataclasis Study won the world’s greatest sculpture 

prize, The International Rodin Competition in Tokyo, Japan, hosted by the embassies of Italy, France, Sweden, 

Germany, the United States and thirty two other countries. Cataclasis Study was purchased for the permanent 

collection of  the Hakone-Open-Air Museum in Japan, the World’s foremost sculpture garden. 

Cataclasis Study presents three essential states of energy: the Latent, the Active and the Emerging. M.L. 

Snowden, in concert with contemporary geological science, increasingly sees the Earth as a living organism with 

its  rock and soil structures following the same aging patterns as biological life forms. Yet in Cataclasis Study, M.L. 

Snowden divests the sculpture of any particular traditional age depiction, evoking instead, deep seated energy 

positions communicated through massively drawn, naturally occurring figuration. Here in this small scale study, 

the macrocosm of  planetary energy is conveyed in all its weight and grandeur in microcosm.

Cataclasis Study is an exploration that established for Snowden, a dialogue with the energies existing in the 

Earth materials of natural clay and bronze. A seminal sculpture, Cataclasis Study defined the sculptor’s role as 

being part of an extended energy catalyst that realizes figuration as an inevitable result of manually compressing 

clay. From important roots in the Paris studios of Auguste Rodin and Antonin Mercié, Snowden brings to 

Cataclasis Study, the historic luminous platinum Fournier Patina and the touch of the Rodin tools that were 

used to shape the profound subtleties of  the sculpture.

Such is the message of Cataclasis Study - within the geological fabric of the cosmos evoked in Snowden’s 

artistic vision of the GEOLOGICAL CORIEUM, humankind reverberates and expresses the heart of energies 

that create our Earth and universe.
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Cover of the Award Winning Grand Prize:
Cataclasis Study from the International Rodin Competition

THE LEGACY OF RODINTHE LEGACY OF RODIN
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THE LEGACY OF RODIN

W r i t e - u p o n 
Cataclasis Study 
inside Award book 
from International 
Rodin Competition
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We hope that you have 

enjoyed this month’s 

L e g a c y o f R o d i n 

Newsletter. We look 

forward to offering you 

something special again 

next month!

THE LEGACY OF RODIN


